25 MASTERS OF INDIAN ARCHTECTURE
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Office Architecture in its first year. Eight years later, in
2009, it was awarded the Green Good Design™ Award
hosted by The European Centre for Architecture Art
Design and Urban Studies and The Chicage Athenaeum.
Re-defining simplicity is perhaps the most complex thing
to attempt, Rastoqgi makes a compelling argument far his
way of working, “Sustainability is at the core of what we
do across India’s five climatic zones. Our smallest project
was 200sqft and our largest 3.000acres” Although each
project is different, the root of each project remains the
same. He says. "We starr with the idea of 'no is more’ We
try and work out how 1o function with minimal energy,
finance or other peripheral resources”
While much of this is practical, Rastogi dreams of creating
architecture that breaks free from pure modernism, *1
would like my work to represent the space that it occupies.
It needs to belang, rather than simply be a construction
that could be uproated and placed just about anywhere”
This unique identity is what he tries to shape with each
of his projects. Conspicuous among his many imposing
designs is the housing development Marble Arch that
occupies 5.4 acres in Chandigarh and the award-winning
Pearl Academy of Fashion. a colossal campus structure,
20km from Jaipur,
In keeping with his 'no is more’ line of thinking, Rastogi
is also a firm believer in good design reducing or even
eliminating the need for things like air-conditioning,
which are detrimental to the environment. The campus
lbuilding in Jaipur is slliel.ded. fram the hot-dry weather by
simply | i architectural
element. the joli lhat ha; worked well for housing in the
area for decades. A meshelike wall placed four feet away
from the building acts as 2 buffer and reduces direct
heat gain, ye1 allows plenty of diffused daylight through
fenestrations, Another clever ald-world technigue used
1o regulate the temperature is the raised building with
the hollow underbelly. Rainwater and recycled warer
from a sewage plant fills this deep crafted pool and
to cool the lly. The idea
comes from the baoli, or stepwell, often seen in homes
and palaces around this part of India,
Rather than getting comfortable at the top, Rastogi
has ambitious plans for the future. Among them s
the hope to re-introduce in India the love for detailed
planning. In his opinion, great architectural design is the
culmination of a long and sometimes tedious process,
Volumes could be written about the many things which
set his designs apart, but with each new project Manit
Rastogi looks farward to adding yet another carefully
constructed chapter.

| WAS FASCINATED BY HOW
ANTS CONSTRUCT THER
HABITAT. THE HLL IS DESIGNEL
TO MAINTAN A CONSTANT CF
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MASTERS OF ARCHTECTURE,
THEY EVEN ACCOMPUSH
THS IN DESERTS, WHERE THE
TEMPERATURE CAN FLUCTUA
TO EXTREMES.
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