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angeeta Merchant and

Sanjeev Panjabi run their
firm, SPASM Design Architects
in a personal, controlled manner,
just as they run their projects.
They practice in India and East
Africa, focusing on aspects like
honesty, sensibility, humility,
longevity and relevance. The
firm was set up in 1995, and
is largely recognised by its
affinity for open and interactive
spaces tied to nature. The firm
covers everything from high-end
residences to resorts and
commercial spaces.

“Most of our buildings
reflect an attempt to
combine the familiar with
the new, the traditional

with today, by working
with age-old solutions in
a technologically-savvy
structure.”

— Seema Puri & Zarir Mullan, SEZA

he founders and principal
architects of SEZA, Seema Puri
and Zarir Mullan believe
that design has a dual
responsibility — one to guarantee
the end users a meaningful
space, and the other to
create architecture that
is relevant and adds
sculptural charm
to the fabric of its
surroundings. The
duo set up their
practice in the

SHIMUL JAVERI KADRI m

himul Javeri Kadri’s

firm, SJK Architects
builds gently, naturally
and lightly in its context.
The 24-year-old firm is
driven by a respect for
nature and a fundamental
belief in people and their
connectedness. Kadri’s
designs draw inspiration
from historical India, but
still remain relevant in
the modern scenario. Her
innovative projects include
the Hotel on the Ganges in
Rishikesh, The Handloom
School in Maheshwar and
the Jiji House restoration
in Mumbai.

Quick Fact
On the side, Kadri
also acts as a writer,
jurist, speaker and
teacher.

SIDHARTHA TALWAR

SONAL SANCHETI
& RAHUL GORE

Quick Fact
Sancheti pursues
several allied interests
like filmmaking,
set designing,
photography and
scuba diving.

“We usually

stay away from a
signature style; the
most complex and
beautiful solutions are
often the simplest.”

— Sonal Sancheti & Rahul Gore,
_OPOLIS Architects

’90s, with an aim to
meld architecture,
SANJAY PURI | interior design and
andscape, and blur
the lines between
SEEMA PURI & the inside and outside.
W ithlgn innate ZARIR MULLAN Villas, bungalows, residential
ability to make developments, hotels,
every space look showrooms and shopping ;
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stray from repetitive
design, Sanjay Puri the TVB School of
established his firm in elanie S
1992. Over time, the
firm put together an SHEILA SRI PRAKASH
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