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Architectural Innovation 

FOR THE COMMUNITY, 
BY THE COMMUNITY 

estled in the Hianalayan 1othls, the Lodsi mate and inmedate context. E h4s been designed 

cotimunily project for FoEsi ESenias 

Dicturesquely 10caed lnng he Dops o 

a ncat coes not exceed fhe tootprinit of 
e prevony esing TUCre Furthetiore,me 

ocation of the site snd the limited avalability of 

that focutes on revvng the anciet science of to arhieea set eto ant eneroyeficent biulding 
Ayurveda he brand s philosophy of intising ancent hrough ah integrated design approach resuiting ita 

Project: Thie lotsi Community Project tor Forest Essentias, Rshikesh, Architects: Morphogeness 

Gesign team with an opportunity 10 adapt vernecular 
A net-zero production facility in the Himalayan Foothills, this project utilises an integrated design 

approach for a community-builit building that contextually blends in with the site 
OnTUcO tecgues t0 aeatea conemoorny 

ndiueti 

The design approoch and development of the ceeitral entry that divides the facility into tua parts 

Functions that reguire a cooler envronment herb Tocity was highiy specifict0 he site's topography 
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indng. podkaging and storage) are located on the 
pper floo uhereas the preparatory unctio ctions with high 

mtermal heat P ae ocaled on the loWer ioor Ine 

North-s0uh onented burtterty roof tomm allows large 

enao wwS 10 et m he prevGling North-East 

high volume of space with operable clerestory windows 
pritorces termoulis princple and moderates indoor 

emperaites A C g-e torms mubpuirpore 

communal space. The also doubiles up 8s mother ond 

sve deuan stratecies, and indigenous 
comsruction techenwques resuited in a strong 

rcntectra epression tha comtextuaily tDiends in 
and blilcs conmunity pride Façade shding, windo 

D-W Tao e bcin9 mterias Wert optinised 

enenveffirert buuldinn enveloce wth an EPl of 38kWh 
m2tyem. A solor roof generabng 55KWp offsats the 

couy s reqa an ceatesa surpaus 10 uppy 
Dace 10 The TO, nece rendenng ie cesigh tneroy 

set 

he weter equirements Waste materials at the site 

have been repurposed and used, tor instance teclaimed 

as tube ight holders, stone chisels as door fhandles, 

rebar as wash basin pedestas, and others. Any orpanicC 

The design approach and development of the facility was highly specific to the site's 
topography, climate and immediate context. It has been designed in a manner that does 

not exceed the footprint of the previously existing structure. 
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The North-South oriented butterfly roof form allows large openable windows 
to let in the prevailing North-East and South-East winds for ventilation, with 80% 

naturally day-lit spaces and unobstructed views of the valley. 
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The use of vernacular materials, techniques, and village labour forms the ethos of the 
facility, making it 'a project for the locals, built by the locals and for the employment of the 
locals. The Lodsi Community Project addresses socio-cultural and economic sustainability. 
yproduct is reused or composted Ths project s 

net-rpro on energy, water and waste. The planning 
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evelopment in the post-panidemic worid, Ths project 

tayed functional through most of the pandemc, and 
the architects belleve that t can serve as on exanpie for 
tUre grotn across mala 
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